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THE SPEECH PRESIDENT OBAMA SHOULD GIVE...

(but never will.....#1)
---channeled by Jim Stiles---

Good evening,

It’s been more than two years since that remarkable frosty evening in Novem-
ber 2008 when you bestowed upon me the great honor and responsibility of
becoming the 44th President of the United States. Throughout the weeks and
months that preceded my election, I offered you “hope you can believe in.” 1
wanted you to believe in me as well. I wanted your trust and your confidence and
I needed your strength and your courage to earn them.

Now, I have to tell you—things have not worked out as I'd planned or hoped.
This is not the administration I wanted. And I have nobody to blame but myself.
I'm not going to hang this on my friends in the Republican Party, nor those in
my own. As Harry Truman
said, “The buck stops here.”
I came here to lead, but I've
done nothing but wet my fin-
ger and hold it to the prevail-
ing breeze to see which way
it blows. That is not what
you expected of me.

The heady optimism of
January 2009 is gone. Cyni-
cism reigns. The idea that I
might be able to really lead
this country and the world
into a new and different
kind of Future was lost, al-
most from the moment I
took the oath of office. Hope
requires candor and honesty
and, my fellow Americans,
almost from day one, I have
exhibited neither. Candor
is a liability these days; in
fact, anything resembling
the hard truth sends us
politicians running to our
pollsters and focus groups.
I'm not even sure any of us
knows what the word means. Being candid is not politically expedient and that’s
about all we’re concerned with—that and raising piles of cash for our next elec-
tion campaign.

The last American President who tried to level with us was Jimmy Carter, more
than 30 years ago. On July 15, 1979, President Carter spoke to you from this office
and was as honest with the citizens of this country as any president in our memo-
ries has ever been. Let me share some of that speech with you. President Carter
noted that he had “been reminded again that all the legislation in the world can’t
fix what’s wrong with America,” and he wanted to express his concern for what
he called, “a fundamental threat to American democracy.”

but by what one owns. But we’ve discovered that owning things and consuming
things does not satisfy our longing for meaning. We've learned that piling up
material goods cannot fill the emptiness of lives which have no confidence or
purpose.”

Can you imagine any of us, in this day and age, uttering such words? No way.
Today his warning rings even truer. Yet no one dares to repeat them. Why? Po-
litically, of course, it was suicide. For his boldness and vision, Jimmy Carter was
attacked and condemned by both political parties. Yes, my party included. The
press tagged his address to the nation, “The ‘Malaise’ Speech,” though not once
did he even use the word,
and 16 months later, Presi-
dent Carter lost his re-elec-
tion bid to Ronald Reagan.
No president has spoken so
candidly since.

In a free market, his words
meant disaster as well.
President Carter asked for a
more frugal and responsible
America, a nation that con-
serves and uses our natural
resources wisely, a nation
that needs less and wants
less. But that means a nation
that also SPENDS less.

In America and in capital-
ist economies around the
world, this cannot be allowed
to happen.

Tonight, I want to tell you
the truth about our economy.
Then I am going to tell you
the truth about our foreign
policy. And finally I will give
you the unvarnished reality, as I see it and feel it in my heart, about the environ-
ment. And when we’re done here, you’'ll see that the three are inextricably linked.
Finally, I want to offer you something different...an entirely new way of looking
at our country and at ourselves.

Tonight, I start being honest. First, the economy.

There was a story in Rolling Stone Magazine last month. Its title was: “Why
Isn’t Wall Street in Jail?” It noted that neither the Bush administration nor mine
has done anything to punish the reckless Wall Street bankers who played so fool-
ishly and recklessly with your money. The author had this to say about me:

“As for President Obama, what is there to be said? Goldman Sachs was his
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Then he described that threat:

“It is a crisis of confidence. It is a crisis that strikes at the very heart and soul
and spirit of our national will. We can see this crisis in the growing doubt about
the meaning of our own lives and in the loss of a unity of purpose for our Na-
tion.”

Most startling of all, in a world that even then seemed driven by the quest for
material goods, President Carter had the guts to say that:

“In a nation that was proud of hard work, strong families, close-knit com-
munities, and our faith in God, too many of us now tend to worship self-indul-
gence and consumption. Human identity is no longer defined by what one does,
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number-one private campaign contributor. He put a Citigroup executive in
charge of his economic transition team, and he just named an executive of JP
Morgan Chase, the proud owner of $7.7 million in Chase stock, his new chief of
staff.”

Absolutely true. Guilty as charged. First of all, despite my best intentions to
run a people’s campaign funded by small donations from millions of supporters,
I believed I needed BIG money to get elected. I convinced myself, as every other
politician does, that the end justified the means. I knew it was a lie, but I did it
anyway. I counted on you to believe the lie and to also believe that I was still a
better choice than my opponent.
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So first there was all that campaign money. Okay, now it gets a bit more com-
plex, though it may not feel like it at first. I know how so many of you loathe
the wealthy—the big banker CEOs and the venture capitalists---and usually that
means focusing on the huge bonuses these guys give themselves, or the palaces
they reside in, or maybe their expensive cars and their opulent lifestyles. And it’s
easy to concentrate on these images—it makes for great TV and online pictori-
als.

But that’s the window dressing. That’s the sexy part of the tale. That’s the ‘little’
sin happening here, relatively speaking. You see, the reason all of us keep turn-
ing to these people is simple—they’ve convinced all of us, me included, that in
order to maintain a robust economy that continues to generate high-paying jobs,
we must keep GROWING that economy. But we can only grow it sufficiently if
we all keep buying more and more products and services and getting deeper and
deeper in debt. You and me. Everybody. Despite all the admonitions of our par-
ents to be careful with our money and to always put something away for a rainy
day, today’s reality is quite different. What this insane world economy demands
is that you keep running up your credit card bill, keep buying homes and cars you
cannot afford, keep living beyond your means.

You see, if for example you decide you don’t really need a fifth flat screen TV
for your sixth bed room, that decision eventually puts the salespersons out of a
job at Wal-Mart or Best Buy or wherever it is you shop. Then the truckers who
ship the product to the store from the port and even the sailors who haul all these
products from Asia lose their jobs. And all the bookkeepers and accountants and
tracking analysts...they’ll be out of work. Of course, we hardly MAKE anything
here; we lost that talent long ago. But your failure to buy that fifth TV has reper-
cussions.

So the real reason why so many people

are out of work these days is because many of us

are not BORROWING enough mOI‘I‘ey! o
When we say there is Waning confidence

in the economy,

what we mean is that many of you are afraid to keep
getting deeper into debt, in grder to buy all the stuff
that we must keep CONISUIMINE.

‘Confidence’ is just a euphemism for foolhardiness

More critically, here in America, what if you decide to cut back on the services
and amenities you’ve come to expect? After all, the service industry is really what
keeps us going. Let’s say starting tomorrow you ate fewer of your meals out. Or
you decided you can live without that expensive pinot noir you’ve become so
fond of. What if you decided to give up your life coach and try to figure out the
world on your own? Or let’s say you give up your dog walker and start running
with Rover yourself? Any of these decisions would have repercussions. They
would result in job loss and reduced revenues and would negatively impact our
economy.

So the real reason why so many people are out of work these days is because
many of us are not BORROWING enough money! When we say there is wan-
ing “confidence” in the economy, what we mean is that many of you are afraid
to keep getting deeper into debt, in order to buy all the stuff that we must keep
consuming. ‘Confidence’ is just a euphemism for foolhardiness. We want you to
gamble with your money. We NEED you to do that. It’s insane. It’s a house of
cards. This is how we got into this mess and it’s this kind of logic that’s soon go-
ing to lead us over a very steep cliff.

But what if we ALL decided we simply didn’t need SO MUCH of these products
and services? What if we realized that we could simply live with less? And even
better—what if we realized we LIKED living with less?

My fellow Americans, we simply cannot continue to live like this. We embar-
rass ourselves to the world with our conspicuous riches. Our greed isn’t some
entitlement handed down to all Americans by God. Go read your Bible, the
New Testament. A Catholic nun once explained Christianity to me in a nutshell.
To understand the Bible, she said, “All you need to know is the Sermon on the
Mount.” She said, ‘Always help people who have less than you and don’t hit any-
body. That’s all you really need to remember.’

I thought that was pretty good advice. To become a better nation, we must
start thinking more of others and less about ourselves. We must end our obses-
sion with material wealth. We must decide what is truly important, and how we
measure our “worth.” Let me turn to some words from the man who might have
really been able to change the world 40 years ago, whose life was cut short by an
assassin’s bullets. Just a few weeks before his death, Robert Kennedy said this
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about our “worth,” as most of us would define it—the Gross National Product:

“Too much and too long, we seem to have surrendered community excellence
and community values in the mere accumulation of material things. Our gross
national product ... if we should judge America by that - counts air pollution
and cigarette advertising, and ambulances to clear our highways of carnage.
It counts special locks for our doors and the jails for those who break them. It
counts the destruction of our redwoods and the loss of our natural wonder in
chaotic sprawl. It counts napalm and the cost of a nuclear warhead, and ar-
mored cars for police who fight riots in our streets. It counts Whitman’s rifle
and Speck’s knife, and the television programs which glorify violence in order
to sell toys to our children.

“Yet the gross national product does not allow for the health of our children,
the quality of their education, or the joy of their play. It does not include the
beauty of our poetry or the strength of our marriages; the intelligence of our
public debate or the integrity of our public officials. It measures neither our wit
nor our courage; neither our wisdom nor our learning; neither our compas-
sion nor our devotion to our country; it measures everything, in short, except
that which makes life worthwhile. And it tells us everything about America ex-
cept why we are proud that we are Americans.”

Think about those words as you consider your priorities.

I spoke earlier of the Catholic nun’s interpretation of the Sermon on the
Mount...of ‘not hitting anybody.” In May, we ‘hit’ the biggest criminal/terrorist
of our time—QOsama bin laden. He was responsible for the death and misery of
thousands of people, both here in America and around the World. I have no re-
grets that I gave the order to end his life. Still it is important and, indeed, painful
to recall—and to remind you—that we once supported bin Laden and the Moujh-
adjadin in the 1980s. We provided billions of dollars in armaments and materiel
to the rebels as they fought to drive their Soviet invaders from Afghanistan. It
was in the “interests of the United States” to support the revolt. Surely our his-
tory with this one man should be enough to make us reevaluate our understand-
ing of what is and what is not in our “interests.”

But, you see, I'm already being dishonest. I DO regret that I sent out a kill
order to the Navy Seals. We should have captured bin Laden, brought him back
to the United States and let him stand trial for the murder of 2,974 Americans.
That’s what we did with Saddam Hussein. It’s even what we did with the Nazi
war criminals. But it was politically advantageous to kill bin Laden in his home,
dump his body in the sea and be done with it. Americans love their cowboys and I
played right into the role. After all, next year is an election year. And we wonder
why most of the world hates us.

How would we like it if the Saudis

had air bases in Iowa?

You know this brouhaha

we had recently in Wisconsin?

How would we feel if Vladimir Putin and his Russians
came in and settled it for us?

Look at what we do. Why does the United States have armed forces all around
the planet? Why do we feel the need, much less the right, to impose our will in
the Middle East? And Korea? And Japan? And Europe? And Asia? Why? How
would we like it if the Saudis had air bases in Iowa? You know this brouhaha
we had recently in Wisconsin? How would we feel if Vladimir Putin and his Rus-
sians came in and settled it for us? I don’t think anybody in this country, from
the Far Right to the Far Left, would be pleased. Yet, for the last 65 years, that is
EXACTLY what this country has done to the rest of the world. President Truman
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